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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: reference sign "G" is not in Fig. 4. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: Fig. 3, reference character "S24". 

4. The drawings are objected to because in Fig. 1, "image decoder 15" needs to be 
changed to -image encoder 15--. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet' 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
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any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yasuda et al. (U.S. Patent 5,999,694) in view of Toyoda et al. (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/00540549). 

Regarding claim 1, Yasuda et al. discloses a data-reproduction apparatus 
comprising: a memory device (10) of storing specification data for specifying the 
portion of the reproduction data from which reproduction is to be restarted when 
pausing reproduction of reproduction data (Figs. 2A-2D); and a judgment device 
that determines, based on the stored specification data, whether or not the 
reproduction data to be reproduced this time is reproduction data from which 
reproduction is to be restarted, or is reproduction data that is to be reproduced 
form the beginning of the reproduction data (Fig. 10). However, Yasuda et al. 
fails to disclose a restart-output device of outputting restart representative data, 
which are data that are representative of the portion that was specified based on 
the specification data when the reproduction data is reproduction data that is 
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paused and is to be restarted; and an initial-output device of outputting initial 
representative data, which are preset data that are representative of the entire 
reproduction data when the reproduction data are reproduction data to be 
reproduced from the beginning of the reproduction data. 

Referring to the Toyoda et al. reference, Toyoda et al. discloses a data- 
reproduction apparatus comprising: a restart-output device of outputting restart 
representative data, which are data that are representative of the portion that 
was specified based on the specification data when the reproduction data is 
reproduction data that is paused and is to be restarted; and an initial-output 
device of outputting initial representative data, which are preset data that are 
representative of the entire reproduction data when the reproduction data are 
reproduction data to be reproduced from the beginning of the reproduction data 
(paragraphs [0017], and [0048]-[0055]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have provided the user thumbnail images as 
a selection device as described by Toyoda et al. with the data-reproduction 
apparatus that only records the stop position data that is disclosed by Yasuda et 
al. in order to allow the user to quickly and precisely designate the playback 
position, which can be done by the user being able to confirm the image located 
at the playback position in advance by looking at the corresponding thumbnail 
images. 
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Regarding claim 2, Yasuda et al. in view of Toyoda et al. discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the 
representative data are image data (Toyoda et al.: paragraph [0049] -thumbnail 
images); the restart representative data is the image to be reproduced first at the 
portion (Toyoda et al.: paragraph [0050]); and the initial representative data is a 
preset image representing the entire reproduction data (Toyoda et al: paragraphs 
[0051] and [0054]). 

Regarding claim 3, Yasuda et al. in view of Toyoda et al. discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the 
specification data is the reproduction time at the beginning of the portion on the 
reproduction timeline of the reproduction data from which reproduction is to be 
restarted (Toyoda et al.: paragraphs [0012] and [0017]). 

Regarding claim 4, this is a method claim corresponding to the apparatus 
claim 1. Therefore, claim 4 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed 
with respect to claim 1. 

Regarding claim 5, this is a claim directed to the computer data signal 
embodied in a carrier wave and representing a sequence of instructions 
corresponding to the apparatus claim 1. Therefore, claim 5 is analyzed and 
rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 1. 

Regarding claim 6, this is a data-recording medium claim corresponding to 
the apparatus claim 1. Therefore, claim 6 is analyzed and rejected as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 . Furthermore, Yasuda et al. discloses a 
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controller (8) that functions as a data-recording medium storing the computer's 
program. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 
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